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Rookie Read-About Science
*Unusual creatures are always a draw, and this title in the Rookie Read-About Science: Strange Animals series will easily impress curious youngsters. It does exactly what a beginner’s nonfiction book should do: offer fascinating facts and simple explanations with fantastic illustrations. Short chapters peppered with color photos show off some of the oddest reptiles out there, dividing them into categories of lizard, turtle, snake, and crocodilians. The photos do an excellent job of showing readers the animals’ unusual traits, whether racing across water like the greed basilisk lizard or squirting blood from the eyes like the desert horned lizard. Others, such as the tiny stinkpot turtle, are plain adorable. Captions and labels helpfully turn some pictures into diagrams, ensuring that readers have a clear understanding of points discussed in the main text. “Top 5 Facts,” reptilian record holders, an illustrated glossary, and even a couple of jokes round out the text, while encouraging reader participation. This series finds the right balance between scientific information and accessibility for young readers enthralled by nature’s novelties.

—Booklist (Starred Review), April 1, 2016 on Remarkable Reptiles (Rookie Read-About Science—Strange Animals)
This series aims to introduce children to different animal groups by focusing on the more wild looking and recognizable species. Reptiles opens with a lizard showing off his frill, an image that is sure to rouse the curiosity of new readers. There is a balance between light text that touts wondrous abilities (“Geckos have superpowers!”) and more formal fact-driven text (“Tiny hairs on their stinky toes help them cling to things.”). Each title emphasizes basic abilities such as survival and hunting techniques, with a few bits about parenting in Mammals and diet in Insects. Captioned photos help identify and explain specific characteristics or abilities of the animals. Back matter includes a “Which Is Stranger?” matchup, “Top Five Facts,” “Record Holders,” and “Animal Crack-ups,” which leaves readers with two kid-friendly jokes. Pronunciation guides accompany larger vocabulary works throughout each volume. VERDICT Early readers will find the content intriguing, while adults will appreciate the controlled text and short sentences.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Amazing Mammals, Freaky Fish, Incredible Insects, and Remarkable Reptiles (Rookie Read-About Science— Strange Animals).
These introductions to techno-wonders that most children are likely to encounter (submarines perhaps excepted) illustrate simple but not simplistic explanations of major functions and components with bright color photos and easy-to-comprehend labeled cutaway views. Lightbulbs, for example, not only illuminates the inner workings of the incandescent bulb (and some of its predecessors) but LEDs and CFLs, too. Each volume closes with a time line and a project ranging in challenge level from a soda bottle “submarine” to a basic paper airplane. Each also broadens its central topic with looks at special use variants, such as, in Toilets, a space toilet. VERDICT Newly independent readers will find any of these selections good first steps toward understanding the inner workings of their technological world.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Fire Trucks, Hot Air Balloons, Lightbulbs, Remote Control Planes, Submarines, Toilets, and X-Ray Machines (Rookie Read-About Science—How Things Work)
Rookie Read-About Health

This series explores simple health issues in the life of a young child. These books are ideal for curious emergent readers. They answer a range of questions about how the body works and how medical professionals help. For example, when discussing stitches, the author explains why you sometimes need stitches, what they are, and how your skin works to protect your body. Each book also explores self-care and emphasizes healthy choices. The photographs show real kids and don’t shy away from stitches or a newly-lost bloody tooth. The books have all the qualities of good nonfiction: strong accurate text, useful pictures that enhance the text, and clear diagrams. They also have a section with activities and questions. Glossary. Table of Contents. Index. 
Highly Recommended

—School Library Connection, December 2015 on I Broke My Arm, I Have a Cavity, I Like to Exercise, I Lost a Tooth, and I Need Stitches 
Though physically small, these titles are packed with useful information for early readers learning about their body systems. The simple presentation of how to identify, confront, and prevent sometimes scary situations (losing a tooth, or dealing with allergies) will do a great deal to help alleviate fears and anxiety. A “Fast Facts” section provides additional information, while color photos and diagrams complement the text. A “Your Turn” section at the end of each book has kids answer true/false questions to see what information they retained, and “Just for Fun” sections end with a lighthearted health-related joke. VERDICT  This series is an upbeat introduction to health and body-related issues for young readers.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on I Have Cuts and Scrapes, I Have the Hiccups, I Have a Skeleton, and I Have Allergies 

Rookie Biographies
Impressively, these new books in the Rookie Biographies series add depth to their exploration of the lives and works of important historical figures in a way that will make sense to young readers. By placing each subject’s achievements in context, the books give a basic but strong overview of that person’s significance. Florence Nightingale emphasizes hospital hygiene and training for nurses. Jane Goodall discusses Goodall’s discoveries with chimpanzees and her environmental work. Paul Revere explores Revere’s role in and around the American Revolution, including but not limited to his famous ride. Sacagawea highlights its subject’s work as a guide and her experience living together peacefully with members of other cultures. Overall, the series portrays a diverse group of key figures in different fields, with women and people of color well represented. The design—text on one page and a photo on the other—is not exciting, but the text is interesting enough to make up for it. The back matter also contains several helpful and fun features, including a poem about the subject of the book, and several suggestions of ways young readers can “Make a Difference” in ways related to the person’s work. These qualities will make the books not only educational but also appealing to young readers. 
—Booklist, October 15, 2015 on Florence Nightingale, Jane Goodall, Paul Revere, and Sacagawea 

The series format is similar to other series targeted at this level: larger print, plenty of white space, easy-to-read sentences. Pictures and captions tell readers exactly what they are looking at. Each book has a poem about the biographee; though a nice touch, they are not great poetry. However, it is nice to see poetry included with science and history. Librarians may wish to pick and choose from among the titles rather than buy the entire set. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—School Library Connection, December 2015 on Helen Keller, Hillary Clinton, Mae Jemison, Milton Hershey, Pocahontas, and Ruby Bridges 

These brief overviews are an effective introduction to biographies for newcomers. Information is basic and simplified; sentences are terse and comprehensible. Large fonts ease reading, while full-page photos break up text. The end of each title contains a poem about the subject that is largely unsuccessful. The series covers international figures, making this useful for classrooms looking to expand their horizons. The titles about the contemporary figures are current, but the time line in Malala incorrectly lists the year 2015 for her receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize, when she received it in 2014. VERDICT Recommended where very easy biographies are needed and requested.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Bessie Coleman: Trailblazing Pilot, William and Kate: The Prince and Princess, Cesar Chavez: Champion for Civil Rights, and Malala Yousafzai: Champion for Education 

Rookie Talk About It

This useful and encouraging book in the Rookie Talk about It series illustrates perseverance and gives young readers the tools they need to develop it. By showing familiar examples of things that take practice to do well, like riding a bike or dribbling a basketball, Shepherd exemplifies character traits, like patience and determination, needed to accomplish these tasks. Malala Yousafzai, Martin Luther King Jr., Jane Goodall, and the Wright brothers are mentioned as examples of people whose success took patience. The well-designed book features lots of color photos, a character quiz for kids to see how much perseverance they have, sidebars with perseverance tips, a list of ways to practice this trait, a hypothetical question for kids to think about what they would do in a certain situation, and more. Kids, get ready to get gritty.
—Booklist, October 1, 2015 on Perseverance: I Have Grit! 
This series emphasizes compromise, hard work, patience, and the importance of considering others’ points of view and provides tools and exercises for honing social skills. Through the simple writing, bullet points, information boxes, and full-color photos, readers see realistic examples of kids in different situations making the choice to incorporate positive thinking when facing everyday situations, such as persevering despite setbacks and disagreeing with friends. A “What Would You Do?” section guides children into thinking about solutions, and a “Character Quiz” at the end of each book allows kids to put skills to use. A glossary with corresponding photos from earlier in the book helps build vocabulary. VERDICT A solid introduction to conflict resolution and communication.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Conflict Resolution: When Friends Fight, Empathy: I Know How You Feel!, Thankfulness: A Gratitude Attitude!, Kindness and Generosity: It Starts with Me!, Optimism: Sunny-Side Up!, and Perseverance: I Have Grit!  
America the Beautiful (Revised Editions)
This revised series provides students with basic information to help them learn about each state. Each chapter focuses on a different aspect of a state’s history, geography, government, or people. The books also include a travel guide. A “Project Room” offers project ideas across different curricular subjects, a timeline, fast facts, biographical dictionary, and additional resources. Each book concludes with the authors’ tips and source notes, telling young researchers how the facts for each book were located. Though at times the visuals can overwhelm the information in the short passages, the photos, maps, and text boxes provide engaging visuals and facts. Recipes, “Mini-Bios” of famous people, and “See it Here” text boxes for famous places provide even more information in a fun, graphic way. This would be valuable for libraries needing to update their state resources. Glossary. Websites. Recommended
—School Library Connection, October 2015 on Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Washington, D.C., West Virginia, and Wyoming 
Enchantment of the World

Updated for a new generation of fact finders creating country reports, these titles in the Enchantment of the World, Second Series live up to their name, showing students the rich diversity across nations. An abundance of crisp color photographs and black-and-white archival prints help highlight the thorough presentation of each country’s geography, climate, flora and fauna, struggles for independence, government, agriculture and industry, peoples, religions, arts, traditions, pastimes, and daily life. Indonesia emphasizes how this nation of islands rich in natural resources is poised to become an economic powerhouse. Jamaica discusses its turbulent history with slavery and how it remains part of the British monarchy. Kenya describes paleontologists’ discovery of humans’ ancestors, called hominids, and the rise of modern humans in East Africa. South Africa explains the causes of the Korean War, the resulting formation of the Demilitarized Zone, and its continuing differences with its northern neighbor. The books also show the evolution of each country and the growing dichotomy between rural and urban dwellers, while a variety of maps and sidebars (e.g., South Korea’s K-pop hit “Gangnam Style”) add further interest. A concluding time line, “Fast Facts” (with the country’s capital, population, currency, type of government, etc.), and a bibliography complete the series’ research value.
—Booklist, July 2015 on Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, and South Korea 

This series offers an overview of the culture, history, politics, religion, and daily life in each of the countries included in the titles reviewed. Coverage of information is shallow but presented in an appealing format with full-color illustrations that help convey the flavor of the country and enhance the text greatly. Each volume includes Timeline, Fast Facts, To Find Out More. The country-specific timeline parallels to a world history timeline that is useful to place events in historical context. The Fast Facts section contains a nice assortment of specifics including landmarks and common words and phrases. This series would be useful for young researchers gathering background information and seeking to gain insight into specific countries. Bibliography. Websites. Index. Recommended

—School Library Connection, October 2015 on Panama, The Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Scotland, Thailand, and Turkey 

These new editions have been substantially rewritten, adding current information and human-interest profiles of people, many school-aged children, who live in each nation. There is some reduction in the amount of report information, but books are now more readable and will give readers a broader understanding of each country’s people and culture. Topics and format are little changed from the previous editions, and include geography, flora and fauna, history, government, economy, religion, popular and traditional culture, and food and clothing. Information about the environment is a welcome addition, as are authors’ objective discussions of each nation’s strengths, challenges and prospects. Color photos are large and crisp and capture each country’s beauty and culture. Numerous maps and several pages of “Fast Facts” provide additional information. VERDICT Strong choice for middle school libraries.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Hungary, Myanmar, Singapore, New Zealand, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen  
True Books
Through well-researched, coherent narratives, this series explores five specific ailments. These conditions vary in terms of how common they are but are all pertinent to modern life. Each book starts with an introduction to a “real” person either indirectly or directly affected by the respective disease or affliction, which makes the subject matter relatable, and then delves more deeply into origins, signs and symptoms, diagnosis, side effects, and treatment. Some of the books are told in part from an outsider’s perspective, with the intent of helping others understand the condition; for example, Autism opens with a chapter that describes the thoughts and feelings of the sibling of a child with autism. Each book begins with two statements and asks students to discover which is true and which is false; this feature primes readers to pay attention to details, while captioned color photos help hold that attention and add context. VERDICT Written with an optimistic slant, this educational and realistic approach to medical conditions is appropriate for all nonfiction collections.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Allergies, Asthma, Autism, Cancer, and Ebola (A True Book—Health)
Using the story of Claire and her autistic brother, Danny, as a touchstone, this title sets out to explain the many facets of this disorder and describe how to have a healthy relationship with an autistic individual. After describing the process of Danny’s diagnosis, Squire defines autism as a spectrum disorder that ranges from high-functioning Asperger’s syndrome to severe cases where people can’t speak. She

identifies the three main trouble areas for autistic people (behavior, communication, and relationships) and offers tips for “Connecting on the Spectrum.” Though there is no cure, Squire describes the many treatment tools and therapies used to help those on the autism spectrum. A final chapter offers support to those with autistic siblings. Part of the True Book: Health series, this book’s overview of autism is comprehensive without being overly detailed.

—Booklist, October 1, 2015 on Autism (A True Book—Health)
Logical organization, lucid writing, and clean layouts highlight these topical titles. After introducing the general subject, each book examines a couple dozen creatures, providing well-varied and meaningful examples. The statement that “some species change their camouflage over time,” for example, is followed by fascinating details about the peppered moth. Animal Mash-Ups looks at hybrids such as ligers and grolar bears, a subject not often covered in children’s books. Most photographs are a half-page in size and relate directly to the text. Chapters are generally grouped by the broad environments of air, water, and land. Prose generally flows smoothly, though it is occasionally disrupted by abrupt jumps from one example to the next or by awkward language. The roles of science and human impact are noted throughout, both in full chapters and as part of an individual profile. VERDICT Strong introductory overviews on interesting topics.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Animal Architects, Animal Brainiacs, Animal Camouflage, Animal Mash-Ups, Animal Migrations, and Animal Predators (A True Book—Amazing Animals)
Lots of people know that dolphins and apes are smart, but what about ants and chickens? This installment in the True Book: Amazing Animals series demonstrates the many ways animals of all shapes and sizes can show their smarts. After an opening chapter helpfully distinguishes between instinct and intelligence, Franchino discusses kinds of intelligence, ways to recognize it, and some of the drawbacks to measuring

intellect in laboratory settings. All the while, she peppers the text with plenty of trivia, such as “Alex the African gray parrot called cake ‘yummy bread.’” While the organization doesn’t always make sense, lots of full-color photos of animals add visual appeal, and critical-thinking questions encourage young readers to consider how we treat such clever creatures. An eye-opening introduction to the animal kingdom.
— Booklist, October 1, 2015 on Animal Brainiacs (A True Book—Amazing Animals)
The series takes a look at various characteristics of animals, covering mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects. Topics include why animals migrate, animals that change color, and information on animal homes, among others. All the books include a set of two questions, one true, one false, for which readers are to find the answers. Full color pictures with captions are liberally scattered throughout each book. Important words are set in bold type within the text so readers know to look for them. This series is effectively designed, well written, and will appeal to elementary animal book lovers. Table of Contents. Glossary. Index. Websites. Highly Recommended
—School Library Connection, April 2016 on Animal Architects, Animal Brainiacs, Animal Camouflage, Animal Mash-Ups, Animal Migrations, and Animal Predators (A True Book— Amazing Animals)

Marisco deftly presents general information about topics such as temperature, light, and precipitation with a few examples of extremes. She delves into the forces that produce extreme conditions and explains adaptations humans and animals undergo to cope. The Hottest and the Coldest includes information on scientists who study Antarctic wildlife and hydrothermal ocean vents. Most examples relate to natural phenomena such as ice caves or polar night. However, The Oldest and the Newest considers a megalithic building in France and the world’s newest country: South Sudan. The Highest and the Lowest contrasts brutal living and working conditions for gold miners high in the Andes and deep underground in South Africa. Small maps pinpoint each location as the topic is introduced. Generous white space, relevant photos, and engaging text will hold readers’ attention. VERDICT Solid offerings that back up facts with interesting examples.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on The Darkest and the Brightest, The Highest and the Lowest, The Hottest and the Coldest, The Oldest and the Newest, and The Wettest and the Driest (A True Book—Extreme Places)

This mixed assortment covers a haphazard grouping of people. The titles on historical figures here stand above those on more contemporary figures. It’s not clear why Kate Middleton and Queen Elizabeth II are being considered alongside Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and Jackie Robinson. The Zuckerberg book offers a somewhat breezy view of the creation of Facebook. Printed in a casual font, picture captions sometimes provide facts out of context. Each of the offerings includes back matter with, among other features, a list of “true statistics” and a section with a brief paragraph about important figures in the subject’s life. The publisher’s website is listed, which collects many links to online resources for further reading, including leveled articles from a Scholastic database and formatted citations. VERDICT Though these selections provide useful outlines of some intriguing figures, they’re quirky and uneven.

—School Library Journal, December 2015 on Harriet Tubman, Kate Middleton Dutchess of Cambridge, Mark Zuckerberg, Frederick Douglass, Jackie Robinson, and Queen Elizabeth II  (A True Book—Biographies)
This series explores the lives of outstanding individuals who have made an impact on the world. What makes this series exceptional is the easy-to-read text, the easy-to-understand language, and the plethora of illustrations. Each title begins with a true or false question whose answer can be found in the text. This series would be a welcome addition of easy reading biographies to the school library shelves. Glossary. Timeline. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended

—School Library Connection, December 2015 on Amelia Earhart, Cesar Chavez, Malala Yousafzai, Martin Luther King Jr., Michelle Obama, and Rosa Parks (A True Book—Biographies)

Each book begins with two statements that readers should keep in mind to verify their accuracy. However, this reader found the questions quickly forgotten as the text and images combined to create a fascinating read. Full of primary source photographs, stories of species, and compelling tales of individual heroic animals, the series is sure to keep even hesitant readers engaged. The focus is predominantly on dogs; however, there are other species such as monkeys, horses, etc. that people rely on. The initial True or False statements are revealed at the end with further information in the form of statistics. This series is packed with interesting information, clear captions for the many photographs, and large subject headings. [Editor’s Note: Our reviewer did not see Animals Helping to Detect Disasters, another title in the series.]

Highly Recommended

—School Library Connection, December 2015 on Animals Helping After Disasters, Animals Helping at Home, Animals Helping at Work, Animals Helping to Keep the Peace, and Animals Helping with Healing (A True Book—Animal Helpers)
This volume counteracts our preconceived, frequently nightmarish ideas about quicksand (thank you, Hollywood) with facts: it’s not quick, it’s not always sandy, and “it doesn’t suck people completely under.” After an opening with an actual incident of two kids rescued from a very cold mud pit with quicksand beneath it, the remaining chapters explain the science of quicksand, its varieties, and how to escape if trapped. They also discuss related topics, such as earthquakes, dry quicksand, quick clay, and clay slides. From page borders to a helpful cross-sectional diagram to the many photos, colorful illustrations and design elements brighten every page. The entry into the True Book: Extreme Earth series clearly explains how quicksand works and offers sound advice for dealing with it—just in case.

—Booklist, April 1, 2016 on Quicksand (A True Book—Extreme Earth)
Drones are everywhere, in the hands of experts and novices, and this entry in the A True Book: Engineering Wonders series gives kids an overview of these trendy and often controversial machines. Early development of unmanned drones was the responsibility of military groups around the world. Now, hobbyists may purchase wallet-sized drones for around $100. The proliferation of recreational drone use has led to increased risk to airplanes and the invasion of individuals’ privacy. So new laws are being enacted to control who may use drones and where they may be used. What is the future of drones? Only human imagination can tell. The book’s short chapters feature easy-to-read text in a large font and colored stock photographs. A glossary, resource list, and index conclude this accessible introduction to an intriguing invention.

—Booklist, April 1, 2016 on Drones (A True Book—Engineering Wonders)
This mix of new titles and updates in this venerable series offers pictures of each selected techno-wonder’s past, present, and future with splashy graphics and bright colors to crank up the visual energy. The crisply reproduced photos on nearly every page are as appealing as ever and often come with helpful labels. Among the entirely new titles, Self-Driving Cars steers readers to a chapter on Google cars; Drones flies current models, ranging from the aptly named “wallet drone” to the RQ-4B Global Hawk; and Warships floats facts about the soon-to-be-launched supercarrier USS Gerald R. Ford. Each volume features a pair of true/false questions at the front, and some eye-widening statistics at the back. VERDICT Additions to an essential series: consider to fill collection gaps or to replace older titles.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Bridges, Drones, Giant Trucks, Self-Driving Cars, Skyscrapers, and Warships (A True Book—Engineering Wonders)

After grabbing readers’ attention with a compelling account of a disaster, each volume proceeds to explain the science behind the event. Vintage photographs and artists’ renditions accompany presentations of historic examples such as the 1755 Lisbon tsunami and the 1951 Alpine avalanches, as well as more recent occurrences. Small diagrams enhance explanations of topics such as how tornadoes, sinkholes, and volcanoes form. The authors discuss scientific advances in prediction, efforts to mitigate deaths and injury, and locations where the phenomena occur most frequently. They also offer survival tips. VERDICT Although most of these topics are covered in many books, this series provides a chance to replace worn volumes and supplement holdings about less common subjects such as quicksand.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Avalanches, Quicksand, Tornadoes, Sinkholes, Tsunamis, and Volcanic Eruptions (A True Book— Extreme Earth)
Calling All Innovators
Thorough, accurate, and engaging, these titles explore four unique STEM-related careers and convey their importance through engrossing text and striking photographs. Including rich historical context and fun nods to the past, such as the print ad for Tang circa 1966, the volumes focus on the current state of each innovative profession while considering where each may be headed in the years to come. What makes this series stand out is its currency. Students will learn about cutting-edge technology, from cotton candy–flavored green grapes to 3-D printers that create food. Interviews with professionals provide firsthand information, while sidebars such as “Career Stats” fill readers in on median annual salary, projected job growth, required education, and more. Both features succeed in presenting an honest look at the realities associated with the careers. Graphics appear on every page and present visuals that support the text, and a brief time line highlighting advancements in the field begins every chapter. Even the design of the table of contents feels fresh and is perfectly in line with the forward-thinking scientists at the heart of these innovative professions. VERDICT Delightful and dynamic additions.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Food Engineering: From Concept to Consumer; High-Speed Trains: From Concept to Consumer; Wind, Solar, and Geothermal Power: From Concept to Consume; and Internet Security: From Concept to Consumer 
Starting with a fast-paced historical survey of apps, this volume in the Calling All Innovators: A Career for You series looks at the current state of the field. The author describes a variety of related career opportunities and profiles a user-experience designer. The book also moves beyond STEM to STEAM with “The Artistic Side,” which points out creative contributions made by individuals in the arts. 

—Book Links, November 2015 on Apps 
The Calling All Innovators series introduces a varied array of career possibilities within STEM-related fields. After a few pages of historical background, the books offer a broad survey of the field, consider particular aspects in more detail, and look at trends indicative of future job prospects. The clean, spacious page design typically includes a clearly reproduced color photo that appears on every page. Just as the discussions often take a global perspective, the photos in most of the volumes show a diverse group of women and men at work. One interesting double-page feature appearing in the books is a Q&A session with someone active in the field. Food Engineering interviews a food scientist who entered the field in 2012. High-Speed Trains talks with an Amtrak executive. In Internet Security, a cybersecurity expert answers questions about his career. Wind interviews a solar-energy provider but shows the least diversity in its illustrations. “The Artistic Side” article in each book introduces job possibilities in architecture, food-packaging design, and software-user interface design as well as the intersection of traditional visual arts with engineering and technology. In the back matter, a “Career Stats” page breaks down three occupations within each field into factoids, such as education required, median salary, and number of jobs. An attractive, informative career series for students open to STEM opportunities.

—Booklist, February 1, 2016 on Food Engineering: From Concept to Consumer; High-Speed Trains: From Concept to Consumer; Internet Security: From Concept to Consumer; and Wind, Solar, and Geothermal Power: From Concept to Consumer 
Tracing today’s innovations to the past, with a nod toward their future, the titles in this engaging series will grab readers’ attention through their striking photography, archival images, and topical subject matter. Crisp, colorful photos share space with black-and-white images, giving readers a visual snapshot of each innovation’s evolution through the years; similarly, time lines at the beginning of each chapter progressively mark breakthroughs that are key to readers’ understanding the subject’s development over time. The subject matter is timely and interesting, especially in Recycling, which connects environmental science with salvage, repurposing, and art. The inclusion of career statistics at the end of each volume provides students with pertinent information such as median annual salary, projected job growth, and projected increase in the number of jobs. VERDICT Libraries can’t go wrong with these welcome additions.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Genetic Engineering: Science, Technology, Engineering; Sports Medicine: Science, Technology, Engineering; Software Development: Science, Technology, Engineering; and Recycling and Upcycling: Science, Technology, Engineering
Nature’s Children
These additions to this ongoing series follow a tried-and-true format: text on one page facing a full-page photo. An opening “Fact File” breaks down info such as taxonomy, habits, habitats, and diets and provides a preview for the information that will be covered. Five chapters are broken down into several single-page sections. The first chapter depicts an encounter with the animal and describes a typical behavior. The rest of the book delves further into the topics brought up in the “Fact File.” Sophisticated scientific terms such as bilateral symmetry or anticoagulant are often defined in-text. “Fun Fact” boxes are scattered throughout, and photos are captioned but not labeled. Graphics include a size comparison to an average adult and a range map (the map in Moose is inaccurate). VERDICT Those researching animals will find these offerings helpful.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Black Mambas, Hedgehogs, Moose, Sloths, Leeches, and Lice 
The Nature’s Children series welcomes some cute, slithery, and disgusting creatures into its ranks with these new titles. Each book begins with a Fact File page, detailing the featured animal’s scientific classification, habitat, and defining characteristics. Then five short chapters discuss the animals’ physical features, dominant senses, modes of defense, and reproduction, as well as their family trees and relationships with humans. Every spread has a full-page color illustration of the animal, though occasionally photos get a little too close and details or a sense of scale are lost. Black Mambas takes on this incredibly deadly snake, explaining that its name derives from the black inside of its mouth rather than its skin color. Its importance in controlling rodent populations is also pointed out. Adorable photos make up for the somewhat dry text in Hedgehogs, which discusses their wide-ranging habitats—from deserts to forests to grasslands—and how they use their spikes for protection. Leeches proves particularly fascinating and the most scientific of the bunch. With more than 700 species, readers will learn about blood-sucking and nonparasitic varieties and their role in human medicine. Sweet-faced sloths of the two- and three-toed varieties stare out from the pages of Sloths. Their adaptations for tree-top living and threats from human activities, such as urbanization and deforestation, are addressed. Good starting points for basic reports. 

—Booklist, December 1, 2015 on Black Mambas, Hedgehogs, Leeches, and Sloths   

Clear, straightforward text describes everything students need for animal research, including physical characteristics, food, life cycles, and effect of humans. Differences in species are noted where relevant, as are the characteristics that distinguish the animal from its relatives; anacondas, for example, are compared to other boas as well as other snakes outside of the family. Notable features of each animal, such as the rat’s intelligence and the migration of the monarch butterfly, are well covered. Eye-catching full-page photographs depict and strongly support textual content. Views of the koala’s opposable thumbs and rival meerkats battling are among many stellar examples. The threatened status of vultures, koalas, and monarch butterflies are well explained, and the human impact on healthier populations such as meerkats is also addressed. VERDICT Excellent and accessible overviews with strong visual appeal.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Anacondas, Koalas, Meerkats, Monarch Butterflies, Rats, and Vultures
A Wicked History
The Wicked History series does a great job of introducing kids to some notorious names without sensationalizing these ruthless persons. Vincent shows how cruel Catherine the Great actually became Empress of Russia with good intentions, short-lived as they were. Young readers will find the manipulation of Catherine’s early days particularly interesting. Excellent design and format, from the eye-catching covers to the maps and historical illustrations, give the book pick-me-up appeal.

—Book Links, April 2016 on Catherine the Great: Empress of Russia

Blastoff! Readers
Bright-eyed doggie faces are nearly irresistible in any form, and this series takes full advantage of that. Each volume focuses on a specific breed, with the close-up portraits of each adorable face, as well as spreads of action shots, as the main selling point. Beagles looks at the history of this small hound dog, examining how the shape of its body makes it a more effective hunter. Dachshunds differentiates between the various types of dachshunds, and explores how their long, thin bodies help hunters track animals that live in burrows. German Shepherds profiles these large herding animals, focusing especially on their trainability and use as service and police dogs. Labrador Retrievers discusses the friendliness of this sporting breed, addressing their popularity as both working dogs and family pets. Each volume discusses the appearance and a brief history of each dog while also providing a chart that addresses the American Kennel Club statistics of each, indicating the life span and trainability of the different breeds. The information is fairly superficial, although back matter provides a list of further resources, and perhaps a bit too upbeat, as it glosses over some of the more difficult aspects of each breed. Still, the colorful photographs draw the eye, and the subject matter is ever popular among young dog owners and dog lovers alike.

—Booklist, November 1, 2015 on Beagles, Dachshunds, German Shepherds, and Labrador Retrievers (Blastoff! Readers—Awesome Dogs)
Also recommended from this series:

· French Bulldogs

· Golden Retrievers

More well-known children’s book writers are tackled in this series that takes on current and classic authors alike. Previously called “worthwhile selections for younger readers” by SLJ, the set covers familiar ground: the authors’ childhoods, career paths, and best-known works. Photographs, pull-out quotes, and “Fun Fact” sidebars are interspersed throughout. While the writing is on the simplistic style and the offerings lack source notes, these are fun and attractive options for students interested in exploring their favorite authors.
—School Library Journal, February 2016 on Lois Lowry, Maurice Sendak, Kate DiCamillo, and Rick Riordan (Blastoff! Readers—Children’s Storytellers)

Coral reefs are vibrant, dynamic biomes, and this entry in the Biomes Alive! Series reflects their splendor. Brightly colored photos and backgrounds join a host of clearly explained facts, beginning with how reefs form—when tube-shaped coral polyps grow hard skeletons and attach to those of dead coral. Attention is given to types of reefs and the tropical climate they need to grow. The book also focuses on the coral reef’s place in the food chain and how it serves as a home to plants and animals, such as mangroves and clown fish. Although the terms camouflage and symbiosis are not mentioned directly, these concepts are described in relation to animals that live around coral reefs. A visual overview of the Great Barrier Reef and a glossary conclude.
—Booklist, April 1, 2016 on Life in a Coral Reef (Blastoff! Readers—Biomes Alive!)
This introduction to our largest ocean covers the basics: size, location, weather, geology (e.g., volcanoes, reefs, trenches), and inhabitants. The 24-page format offers several straightforward sentences per topic, printed in an oversize font, with vocabulary terms highlighted in bold. A glossary and index help young readers navigate the text, but what really makes this offering come alive are the vibrant full-color illustrations that pop off the book’s lime-green pages. These vivid photographs, maps, and fact boxes, outlined in double purple borders, are laid out in interesting patterns, often spilling across facing spreads. This effective integration of text and visuals will capture and keep the attention of beginning readers. Part of the Discover the Oceans series, this student-friendly venture should attract nascent researchers while bolstering literacy skills and building confidence.
—Booklist, April 1, 2016 on Pacific Ocean (Blastoff! Readers—Discover the Oceans)
Baby (animals) on board! These titles tackle the stately and majestic, the placid and slow moving, and even the small and spiny. The text is short and sweet, with brief statements about each creature’s appearance at birth and parenting habits, and the accompanying photos will have readers rapt. As with previous titles, accurate, though potentially difficult, vocabulary terms are used (and defined). While there may be limited room on the shelves for additional animal titles, these selections are solid contenders. 
School Library Journal, September 2015 on Baby Foxes, Baby Giraffes, Baby Hedgehogs, Baby Hippos, Baby Koalas, and Baby Squirrels (Blastoff! Readers—Super Cute!)
Basic facts and easy-to-read text are the key features of these animal introductions. Each spread contains a page with one or two short sentences of text that faces a large photograph and occasional insets. Topics covered include habitat, physical features, diet, and life cycles. Only Cranes mentions predators. Facts are clear and accurate, but the straightforward narrative is low on excitement. Readers learn that platypuses lay eggs, for instance, but nothing about how rare that is among mammals. Photographs provide some measure of excitement to supplement the text, such as an image of dancing cranes and one of a baby slot hanging from a tree. In some cases, though the visuals don’t support the specific facts especially well. VERDICT The consistent, if unexciting, structure makes this series a good fit for beginning readers hoping to digest introductory data, but they will need to look elsewhere for more engaging treatments of these highly interesting animals. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Cranes, Platypus, Red Pandas, and Sloths (Blastoff! Readers—Animal Safari)
Introducing beginning readers to financial literacy, this set explains money, banking, and budgets with simple, straight-forward sentences that kids will understand. Students learn about the hows but also, more importantly, about the whys: Why is it important to save money (Saving Money)? Why are there different types of money (Counting Money and Types of Money)? Wants and needs are addressed as well, and the distinction between the two are made explicit, thanks in large part to accompanying images of “wants”—a Frozen DVD, the Angry Birds app—and “needs”—school supplies, clothes. Crisp photos and backgrounds in bold hues are abundant and provide visual interest; similarly, the diverse cast of children featured in the photos are believable as they go about their tasks of counting change and window shopping. VERDICT An excellent addition to school and public library collections. 

 —School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Counting Money, Earning Money, Saving Money, Spending Money, and Types of Money (Blastoff! Readers—Money Matters)
These selections continue the series begun in spring 2015. While the books are designed for early fluency, the authors don’t shy away from using more technical terms, and the addition of charts and graphs extends the information nicely. Topics covered include appearance and size (accompanying charts provide more context and highlight unique features), diet, predators and defenses, and names for the male, female, and infant versions of the species. Most of the titles end with the next generation ready to enter adulthood. VERDICT These attractive volumes pack a lot of materials into a compact package that will be useful in a variety of ways for young readers and adults working with them. 
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on American Beavers, Bighorn Sheep, Moose, Nine-banded Armadillos, Coyotes, Raccoons, Brown Bats, and Porcupines (Blastoff! Readers—North American Animals)
Children’s book authors both classic and current are covered in this set. While the writing is spare and can be frustratingly vague at times, the books here also contain interesting and often valuable facts about their subjects (for instance, after collage, Schulz worked as a golf caddy and delivery boy) and make useful historical connections. Photographs are well placed and illustrate the full range of the authors’ lives. “Fun Fact” sidebars contain generally useful tidbits, such as J.K. Rowling’s initials stand for Joanne Kathleen or that Shel Silverstein wrote more than 800 songs. There are no source notes, though a few books are suggested for additional reading. Each book refers readers to factsurfer.com, a search engine of sorts that restricts results to a few selected sites. VERDICT Worthwhile selections for younger readers who are interested in writing or who want to find out more about a favorite writer. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on J.K. Rowling, Judy Blume, Shel Silverstein, Jeff Kinney, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Roald Dahl, Charles Schulz, and Dr. Seuss (Blastoff! Readers—Children’s Storytellers)
Stressing forecast terminology rather than weather forces behind predictions, these titles offer simplistic overviews. Precipitation, the best of the series, introduces the water cycle and defines and illustrates the types of precipitation, such as rain, sleet, and hail. Temperature includes a debatable depiction of a heat wave (several temperatures over the period of a week are charted, with only one day that rises above 90 degrees Fahrenheit), and a cold spell in which temperatures plunge to 19 degrees Fahrenheit. The same volume claims that meteorologists “guess high and low temperatures.” Schuetz characterizes forecasts as “a number of guesses based on facts.” Weather fronts are never brought up, although instruments such as thermometers, satellites, and hygrometers are mentioned. Cloud Cover stresses the percentage of visible sky designated by terms such as overcast and scattered but never mentions specific types of clouds. Stock photos do little to enliven the simple text. VERDICT Among these lackluster offerings, Precipitation is the best choice for collections needing an easy reader about weather.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Cloud Cover, Forecasts, Humidity, Precipitation, Severe Weather, and Temperature (Blastoff! Readers—Understanding Weather)
Pilot

Previous titles in this series tackled kid-friendly corporations, including LEGO, Disney, and Hershey’s, and these latest employ the same engaging writing, strong graphics and design, and excellent information. Each volume covers history, fun facts, and more. While Coca-Cola briefly discusses concerns that the company promotes an unhealthy lifestyle, overall these works accentuate the positive, detailing the socially conscious decisions the corporations have made, such as Crayola going green by using a solar farm to produce crayons and markers. Delightful and informative selections.
—School Library Journal, September 2015 on Apple, Coca-Cola, Crayola, and Target (Pilot—Brands We Know)
Epic

This set focuses on extreme sports, covering history, gear, events, and famous athletes. Each book begins with an account of a gold-winning performance. Graphics and color photos help convey each sport’s difficulty and appeal. BMX Racing notes that Olympic races usually finish in 40 seconds or less. Motocross Racing mentions Ricky Carmichael, who completed perfect racing seasons in 2002 and 2004. In Skateboarding Street Style, text and photos capture Nyjah Huston’s impressive gold medal-winning performance at the 2014 X Games, but the safety-minded caption advises readers to “protect your head!” and explains that though “professionals often wear hats during street style events, helmets are strongly recommended.” VERDICT This effective series capably sums up the appeal of these popular sports.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2015 on Big Air Skateboarding, BMX Freestyle, BMX Racing, Motocross Freestyle, Motocross Racing, and Skateboarding Street Style (Epic—Extreme Sports)
Bold color photographs of daredevil moves are sure to entice readers to the books in the Extreme Sports series. Using minimal text (two to three sentences per page), each volume introduces readers to what the featured sport is, its history, the necessary protective gear, and how competitions work—including point systems and the type of course each sport uses. Big Air Skateboarding describes many of the tricks that can be done on a MegaRamp, on which skaters can go as fast as 55 mph. BMX Racing shows the hills and tight turns riders must navigate during a bicycle motocross race. The illustrations in Motocross Freestyle are particularly impressive: riders are shown doing flips on their motorcycles or dangling from the handlebars in midair as they compete with daring tricks. Motocross Racing describes different types of races, including the endurocross and the supercross. Each book features relevant sports terms and concludes with an innovator in the sport; however, it is disappointing that no female athletes are represented in the books’ text or illustrations. Somewhat surprisingly, the X Games are never explained, though each volume references them. Even with these deficiencies, the books’ exciting tone and dynamic illustrations will draw kids into the world of extreme sports.
—Booklist, February 15, 2016 on Big Air Skateboarding, BMX Racing, Motocross Freestyle, and Motocross Racing (Epic—Extreme Sports)
Also recommended from this series:

· BMX Freestyle

· Skateboarding Street Style
Black Sheep
The history-making “one giant leap for mankind” is now fairly well-trod territory, but the graphic-novel format of this installment in the Extraordinary Explorers series gives it a fresh, accessible presentation, focusing tightly on the moments leading up to the launch, the lunar landing, and reentry into earth’s atmosphere. Although the straightforward, factual text provides not much more than the necessary narration, the dialogue between characters is peppered with both era-appropriate slang to cultivate atmosphere and enough space terminology to teach readers some key vocabulary. Though the characters’ faces are occasionally indistinguishable, the rest of the art is pleasant and makes intelligent use of space and page layouts. Packed with helpful historical information and in a comic-book format, this easy-to-read title will be a great pick for reluctant readers.    

—Booklist, October 1, 2015 on Neil Armstrong Walks on the Moon (Black Sheep—Extraordinary Explorers)
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